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The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 8, 2026 

 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

Prayer on entering church:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the 

place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 

prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your 

holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.  

PRELUDE     

O Christ, Who Called the Twelve                         Jacob B. Weber 

RINGING OF THE BELLS/ WELCOME 
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OPENING HYMN (please rise and sing) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                                 Hymnal p. 790 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear Now to His temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen All that is needful has been 

Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 

What need or grief Ever has failed of relief? 

Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew What the Almighty can do 

As with His love He befriends you. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 

 

CONGREGATION GREETINGS 

INVOCATION                                               

The sign of the cross (†) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism  

P:    In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
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CONFESSION1  

P:   Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P:    Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C:   who made Heaven and Earth. 

P:   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,  

C:   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(We take a moment of silence before the Lord as we call to mind how we have 

not properly loved Him, ourselves, or other people.)    
 

P:   O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C:   I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P:   Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:   Amen. 

KYRIE                                                                                     Hymnal p. 186 

P:   Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of 

Your light upon Your church that we, being instructed by the 

doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk in the light of Your truth 

and finally attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 
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A:   (sung) Lord, have mercy upon us;   

   Christ, have mercy upon us; 

   Lord, have mercy upon us. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                         Hymnal p. 187 

P: Glory be to God on high, 

C: and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, 

we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty  

O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  

have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   (sung) And with thy spirit.  
 

P:    Let us pray.  

  O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, 

relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended 

by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   (sung) Amen.  
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FIRST READING                                                     Isaiah 58:3–9a                 

L:  The first reading for the Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany is from 

chapter fifty-eight of Isaiah. 

Isaiah writes of the essence of true fasting and true faith. 

Following the reading... 
 

L: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:    Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY   

Psalm   112  
 

L:    Light dawns in the darkness for the upright;  

       He is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 

C:    Light dawns in the darkness for the upright;  

       He is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 

L:    Praise the Lord! Blessed is the man who fears the Lord. 

       who greatly delights in His commandments! 

       His offspring will be mighty in the land; 

       the generations of the upright will be blessed. 

       Wealth and riches are in his house, 

       and his righteousness endures forever. 

C:    Light dawns in the darkness for the upright;  

       He is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 

L:    It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; 

       who conducts his affairs with justice. 

       For the righteous will never be moved; 

       he will be remembered forever. 

C:    Light dawns in the darkness for the upright;  

       He is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 

L:    He is not afraid of bad news; 

       his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord. 
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His heart is steady; he will not be afraid, 

       until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 

      He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; his 

righteousness endures forever; 

       his horn is exalted in honor. 

C:    Light dawns in the darkness for the upright;  

       He is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 

A:   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

SECOND READING                                                  1 Corithnians 2:1-12 

L:   The second reading is from chapter two of 1 Corinthians. 
 

The Spirit reveals God’s wisdom. 

Following the reading... 
 

L:   This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please rise)                                       Hymnal p. 190 

P:    Alleluia, alleluia. 

  I am the light of the world, says the Lord. 

 We do not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.          cf Matthew 4.4 

A:   (sung) Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                 Matthew 5:13–20 

P:   The Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew, chapter five.  

C:   (sung) Glory be to Thee, O Lord.    
 

Jesus teaches how to keep God’s ways. 

Following the reading... 
 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:    (sung) Praise be to Thee, O Christ.   
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THE APOSTLES' CREED2 

      I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth.   

     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third 

day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into Heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead.  

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen.           

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 Thy Strong Word                                                          Hymnal p. 578 

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Refrain:  Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life-breathing 

breath. Refrain: 

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes confess.  

Refrain: 

From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Refrain: 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias,  Alleluias without end! 
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(Please rise) God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee 

Mortals, angels, now and ever   Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text and setting: Copyright 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Lutheran Service Book Hymn License 100014542 Tune: Public domain 

SERMON3 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

VOLUNTARY   

The Lord Is My Light                             J. Wayne Kerr 

OFFERING SONG                                                                 Hymnal p. 192 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, 

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 

and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:    Let us pray for ourselves, the church, and the world.  

Following each petition: 

P:   Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:   hear our prayer. 

LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
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P:   Almighty God, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts that He may 

rule and direct us according to Your will, strengthen us in all our 

temptations, afflictions and sorrows, defend us from all error, and 

lead us into all truth that we might continue steadfast in faith, may 

increase in all good works and in the end join You in Your 

everlasting kingdom of glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:    Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   (sung) And with thy spirit.  

P:   Let us bless the Lord. 

C:   (sung) Thanks be to God. 

P:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with His favor and (†) give you His peace. 

C:   (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                     

 May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill                           Hymnal p. 698 

May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill And do on earth our Father’s will 

As angels do above; Still walk in Christ, the living way, 

With all Thy children and obey The law of Christian love. 

So may we join Thy name to bless, Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess, 

From sin and strife to flee. One is our calling, one our name, 

The end of all our hopes the same, A crown of life with Thee. 

Spirit of life, of love and peace, Unite our hearts, our joy increase, 

Thy gracious help supply. To each of us the blessing give 

In Christian fellowship to live, In joyful hope to die. 
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Prayer after worship:  Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped 

in Your presence and received both forgiveness for my many sins and the 

assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ.  I thank You for this undeserved grace 

and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

POSTLUDE  

Thy Strong Word                             Kevin Uppercue 

1The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his 

sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  John 20:22-23. We take heart 

that the absolution proclaimed by the pastor is as from the Lord Himself.  

2It is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 

are saved. Romans 10:10. Our response to the Word of God that has just been read is our 

confession of faith in the one, true, triune God.  

3Martin Luther teaches us about hearing the Word: “Know, therefore, that you must be 

concerned not only about hearing, but also about learning and retaining it in memory, and do 

not think that it is optional with you or of no great importance, but that it i s God’s 

commandment, who will require of you how you have heard, learned, and honored His Word.” 

(Large Catechism) Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!  Luke 11:28 
 

Christ Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 

 

 


