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Celebrating 92 years in Forest Hills  

C h r i s t  L u t h e r a n  L a m p l i g h t e r  

 
Cycles, Stillers, and the God Who Refuses to Run Out the Clock 

December in Pittsburgh: the Christmas lights on the North Shore are already 
battling the glow from Acrisure Stadium, the Mon turns that perfect steel-gray, 
and every sidewalk is an ice rink nobody asked for. Here we go again—another 
cycle. Primanti’s Christmas sandwiches, “Auld Lang Syne” blasting in Giant Eagle, 
and the Steelers in the playoff hunt like it’s a civic sacrament. Same old, same 
old… right? Wrong. Dead wrong, and gloriously so. 

The haunting truth is this: we do live in cycles—seasons, quarters, terrible 
towels, another year of watching the poinsettia die by Epiphany—but God 
hijacked the whole carousel when He showed up as a baby who pooped and 
cried and grew up under Roman occupation. Christmas isn’t déjà vu; it’s D-Day 
disguised as pageantry. Every “here we go again” is actually God propelling us 
forward, lap by icy lap, toward a new heavens and new earth where the rivers 
don’t flood and the Steelers… well, let’s not get crazy. 

That’s why the services of God’s house at Christ Lutheran are never optional. 
Not when the parking lot looks like a Penguins game. Not when it’s 12° and the 
incline is closed. There are Advent midweek suppers and services. Christmas Eve 
candlelight. Christmas Day (yes, we’re open—Jesus didn’t take the day off 
either). Epiphany—“The Gentile Christmas,” when the Magi remind every Yinzer 
that the Guest List includes the whole world. 

Come in person. Bundle up, scrape the ice, sit shoulder-to-shoulder with people 
who know your name and your sins and love you anyway. That’s where Jesus 
keeps handing out the future. If you’re sick or snowed in, jump online. But don’t 
ghost the gathering. Disciples show up—because the One in the manger still 
shows up for us. 

The playoffs will end (perhaps in heartbreak). Winter will end (eventually). Even 
this weary world’s cycles will end. But the Child whose birth we celebrate is 
marching us, terrible towel optional, straight into a City where the 
lights never go out and every knee bows.  

Here we go, Church. Here we go! See you in the pews (or on the 
stream). 

In the joy of Christ, 

Pastor Ron Breight 
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NEWS FROM THE 

FLOCK 

Financial Snapshot from July 1 2025 to October 31 2025 Actual Budgeted 

   

Offerings and other income $77,254 $80,105 

   

Missions $500 $2,000 

Staff $21,105 $26,273 

Operations $42,927 $47,804 

Total expenses $64,532 $76,077 

   

Net Gain/Loss $12,722 $4,028 

 

If you exit Parkway at Swissvale/Edgewood, you 

may have noticed a new sign. Our own Joe and 

Kyle O‘Connor were the designers and installers. 

Pat Lehnhardt Obituary  

Patricia R. Lehnhardt, 75, of North Versailles, died 

Wednesday, November 5, 2025. She was born 

November 12, 1949 in McKeesport, a daughter of 

the late John E. and Ruth E. (Stiver) Lehnhardt. 

Patricia graduated from Westminster College and 

the University of Pittsburgh with a degree in early 

child development and worked most of her career 

for Head Start. She was a member of Christ 

Lutheran Church, Forest Hills. Surviving is her 

brother John R. "Jack" Lehnhardt; nephews and 

niece John K. (Jaime) 

Lehnhardt, Krista 

(Butch) Matijevic, and 

Kenneth (Chasity) 

Lehnhardt; also great 

and great-great 

nieces and nephews.   

Did you notice that lately, 

you can hear and understand 

better in the fellowship hall? 

New acoustic panels were 

installed there to help with 

the echo. They work great! 

Shoutout to Kyle Hubbard 

who updated Pastor 

Breight‘s 

computer to 

Windows 11! 

The summary above shows that offerings have been running about 5% less 

than predicted in the budget. Please prayerfully consider slightly increasing 

your weekly or monthly offering to help make up this deficit. 
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W o m e n ’ s  S e r v i c e  G u i l d  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STAMPS – Remember to slit open the 
bottom of the envelope, cut the envelope 
in half and give the canceled stamps to Lois 
Frerking or put them in the box in the li-

brary. These stamps enable 
the Canadian Bible Society to 
raise funds to purchase Bibles 
for prisoners and foreign mis-
sions to get Bibles in their na-
tive language.  

 

TELEPHONE & E-MAIL COMMITTEE 
If you know a member's new ad-
dress, phone or e-mail address, 

please give it to Barb Mitchell or Rosalie 
Filler.  If you move or change information, 
please remember to notify the office. 

SHUT-IN CARD MINISTRY – A new packet for 2025 is 
available.  Included in the mailing is a mailing schedule, 
names, addresses, and birthdates.  Participants are 
asked to mail only one or two cards a month.  Contact 
Lee Bognar or Kathy Sourbeer if you wish to participate 
this year. 

PORTALS OF PRAYER – Current and back 
issues of the Portals of Prayer are available 
on the table in the library.  Feel free to take 
a copy or two for friends or neighbors you 
feel could benefit from these. 

HOTEL TOILETRY ITEMS – The WSG distrib-
utes hotel toiletry items to veter-
ans in need.  There is a bin in the 
library for donations or see Dee 
Law for more information.  

BOX TOPS EDUCATION – The Box Tops for Education has been phased 
out and your grocery bill is now being scanned for Box Tops items that 
you have purchased. There is a bin in the library for the 
Box Tops for Education. Give Lois Frerking your grocery 
receipt to scan. Monies collected goes to Redeemer 
Lutheran Church school.  See Lois for more infor-
mation.  

ALTAR GUILD – Contact Ruth Hirko about 
serving on the altar committee.  They set 
up for Holy Communion, change altar para-
ments, launder the communion napkins, 
etc. New members are needed.  

PRAYER SHAWL/LAP ROBE MINISTRY – Even though many of us can-
not physically comfort a loved one or friend, we can still do so by giv-
ing them a shawl or lap robe.  These were lovingly made by women of 
the congregation.  Contact Linda Breight if you know someone who 
may need one or enjoy getting one. 

ALTAR FLOWERS –The flower chart 
is posted on the bulletin board in 
the narthex of the church. Please 
check the chart for available dates.  

The cost of the flowers remains $40.  Make 
checks payable to WSG and put check in 
locked mailbox by the far office door. 

HELPING HANDS – When there is a funeral lunch-
eon or special occasion, women are needed to set 
up and prepare things, etc.  Contact  Rosalie Filler 
to become part of this very important ministry in 
our church. 

QUILTING – No experience necessary. It is like sewing 
on a button - in and out and tie two knots. We are in 
need of old king and queen size mattress pads (for 
batting), top and bottom sheets for the back. If twin 
size sheets are donated, they will be pieced together 
to make 64x84 back. Regular batting material is also 
greatly appreciated.  Pictured is the latest quilt made 
for the veterans. Contact Dee Law if you will be able to 
attend.  

UPDATE TO RECYCLING – The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League is still accepting ink cartridges for recycling, but they are 
no longer accepting electronics.  Thank you for all your help in 
the past.   

LWML MITES—If you think pocket change is insignificant, just look what the Women’s 
Service Guild has done!  We have collected $515.41 in change to support missions.  
If you have a heart for missions, you can pick up a Mite Box in the narthex or in the entry 
area by the office.  One hundred percent of the money collected is sent to missions voted 
on at the district and national level.  To drop off your money, put it in the blue box in the 
narthex.  No amount is too small.  Together Women in Mission make extraordinary things 
happen.  
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2025–2027 Mission Grant #2  

Help for Ukraine’s Orphans and Displaced Persons 
Orphan Grain Train 

$100,000 

About This Mission Grant 

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) has been involved in humanitarian aid to Ukraine since the war be-

gan. In the past year, seventeen shipments of donated food, clothing, and medical supplies 

were sent to various locations in the Ukraine. OGT is assisting twelve orphanages in the Kher-

son area and three orphanages in the Kyiv area. OGT is working with the Evangelical Luther-

an Church of Ukraine and other Christian churches as it distributes the aid.  

The impact the donations have is both lifesaving and soul-saving. The donated supplies assist 

people who have lost all their worldly goods and help children whose parents 

have been killed in the war. Through acts of mercy shown by followers of Je-

sus, recipients see the love of God.  

This grant will cover the cost of shipping up to seven containers loaded with 

food, clothing, and medical supplies to the country of Ukraine. 

 

New officers of the Women‘s Service Guild were 

elected at the last meeting.  

President—Dee Law 

Vice President—Karen Dadey 

Secretary—Kathy Sourbeer 

Treasurer—Lois Frerking 

Thank you, ladies, for your dedication for this 

important mission! 

Important dates to remember:  

Now until January 25, 2026—Collection of food and 

medical equipment for the Penn Hills food bank.  Please 

leave your items in the narthex in the boxes or see Susan 

Robatzen or Lois Frerking for larger items.  The boxes will 

be emptied weekly and delivered as the items come in.  

December 2, 10 AM—Cookie packing for our shut ins and 

for the residents of the Concordia facilities where Pastor 

Breight preaches.  

December 2—Fellowship Hall Decorating will follow the 

cookie packing.  

December 3,10,17—Advent Dinners at 5:45 PM will all be 

potluck.  The free will offering will be to support Pastor 

Vince Mroz and the deaf ministry. 

January 10—Help undecorate the Fellowship Hall at 10 AM. 
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Church and Bible Class Times 

Sunday  
  10 am Divine Service 

Adult Bible Studies  
8:45am-9:45am 

Sunday School/Confirmation  
Sunday-11:30am 

 

Important Dates  in December 2025 & January 2026 

              Check the online calendar  on the church website for up-to-date information 

 Dec 1—Vocal Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

Dec 2—Cookie packing and decorating of Fellowship Hall 10am 

Dec 3—Elders Meeting 4pm 

Dec 3—Advent Dinner 5:45pm, Service at 7pm 

 Dec 8—Vocal Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

Dec 9—Council Meeting 7pm 

Dec 10—Education Meeting 4:30pm 

Dec 10—Advent Dinner 5:45pm, Service at 7pm 

Dec 15—Vocal Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

Dec 17—Advent Dinner 5:45pm, Service at 7pm 

Dec 22—Vocal Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

Dec 24—Candlelight Christmas Service 4pm & 7pm   

Dec 25—Christmas Service 11am Jan 1—New Year’s Day—Office Closed 

Dec 25—26 Office closed—Happy Holidays! Jan 7—Handbell Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

Dec 31—New Year’s Eve  Jan 10—Undecorating the Church 10am 

 Jan 12—Vocal Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

 Jan 14—Education Meeting 4:30pm 

 Jan 14—Handbell Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

 Jan 15—Lamplighter Deadline 

 Jan 19—Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 Jan 19—Vocal Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

 Jan 20—Council Meeting 

 Jan 21—Handbell Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

 Jan 22—Outreach Meeting 7pm 

  Jan 26—Vocal Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

 Jan 28—Handbell Choir Rehearsal 7pm 

Full Calendar:  
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Addresses  for  our  Shut -Ins  

Anyone wishing to be added to 
the pastoral visitation schedule, 
please call the church office at  

412-271-7173. 

Celebrating in December 2025 & January 2026 

Birthdays 

Prayer Petition 
You will have joy and gladness, and many will 

rejoice at his birth. 
Luke 1:14 

Catherine Ertman Bob Lindke Katherine Mastrocola 

3000 Locust Ave. Apt 319 2190 Ipnar Road 200 Union Avenue 

Braddock Hills, PA 15221 Irwin, PA  15642 North Versailles, PA 15137 

   
   

Robert & Bette Hamill, Jr. Carol Logsdon Ann Tubbs 

1413 Maple Ave. Point Pleasant Asstd.Living Room 331 41 Central Avenue 

Turtle Creek, PA 15145 120 Mosside Blvd. N. Versailles, PA  15137-1101 

 North Versailles, PA 15137  

   

Audrey Karpinsky Russell Long Jim and Evelyn  Wise 

203 Stockton Ridge 606 Filmore Ave. Sheridan @ Bethel Park 

Cranberry,  PA  16066-2261 Pittsburgh PA 15221 2000 Cool Spring Drive, Room 355 

 North Versailles, PA 15137 Bethel,Park, PA 15234 
   

June Kolb  Audrey Marvenko  

Goodwill Retirement Rm 4106 846 Joan Drive  

891 Dorsey Hotel Rd. North Versailles PA 15137  

Grantsville, MD  21536   

   

Anniversaries 
3-Dec  Kelly and Derek Hess 

  

23-Jan  James and Delores Law 

24-Jan  Eugene and Rose Klebingot 

1-Dec Malachi Lisovic 

3-Dec Calvin Eggers 

7-Dec Alice Schoenthal 

12-Dec Kiernan Chick 

12-Dec Silas Chick 

17-Dec Miguel Breight 

17-Dec Ronald Breight 

21-Dec James Galvin 

22-Dec Robert Hamill Jr. 

31-Dec Timothy Breight 

1-Jan Zerabruk Teklealfa 

3-Jan Marjorie Itzel 

5-Jan John Law 

7-Jan Zachary Chick 

8-Jan Colleen Fittz 

8-Jan Debra Galvin 

8-Jan Linda Kuenzi 

9-Jan Melissa Wise 

11-Jan Julie Donikowski 

13-Jan Zak D'Alessandro 

14-Jan Katherine Hanley 

16-Jan Barbara Perrier 

18-Jan Russell Long 

25-Jan Patti Berkoben 
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Reverend Vincent Mroz recently 

started to post short messages in both 

American Sign Language and English on 

his Facebook page. If you are looking 

for weekly uplifting messages that 

connect both hearing and deaf 

community, check out his page:  

Financial Note 

If you are retired and have savings in an individual retirement savings 

account (IRA) or 401(k) plan,  this is the time of year to consider your 

plans for next year.  You might have to make a minimum distribution— 

which means you would have to take a certain percentage out of the 

savings account and pay taxes on that withdrawal—and the percentage 

of withdrawal increases every year. However, if you request a direct 

contribution from the plan to a charity,  it  is called a Qualified 

Charitable Distribution and is not taxable. Prayerfully consider making a 

Qualified Charitable Distribution to Christ Lutheran Church in 2026. 

Advent Service 

Join us for Advent Service the first 

three Wednesdays of December. 

The evening Advent Services will 

be preceded by a light potluck 

supper. Bring your favorite meal 

to share and enjoy the food from 

other church membes.  

All are invited to arrive at 5:45 pm 

to enjoy a delicious meal and 

fellowship. The service starts at 

7pm.  
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 Altar Guild 
December & January: Ruth Hirko 

 

Serving Christ in December and January 

We are collecting the brown pill bottles for the McKeesport Lions Club.  Please remove the 
labels and wash them out.  There must be a cap for each bottle and no vitamin bottles will 
be accepted.  Thank you for helping with this ongoing project. Please put them in the box in 
the library. 
The Lions are also collecting the pop tabs that are then given to Ronald 
McDonald House.  They use the tabs because they have more pure alu-
minium than the cans themselves.  There is a box in the library. Your gen-
erosity is greatly appreciated.   

Sunday bulletins, news, puzzles, and sermons are available on our website 
www.christlutheranfh.org.  

Services are also streamed on our Facebook page 
       ChristLutheranChurchFH. 

Date Worship Assistant Lector Acolyte 

Wed Dec 3 Timothy Breight Annette Bowen - 

Sun Dec 7 Richard Mueller Tammy Donaldson Nate Patsko 

Wed Dec 10 John Crawford Lois Frerking - 

Sun Dec 14 Calvin Eggers Zak D'Alessandro Madeline Stoner 

Wed Dec 17 Barry Schoenthal Annette Bowen - 

Sun Dec 21 John Crawford Annette Bowen Julia Stoner 

Wed Dec 24 4pm John Crawford Barbara Mitchell Ryder Giovanetti  

Wed Dec 24 7pm  TBD Lois Frerking  TBD 

Thu Dec 25 11am John Crawford Zak D‘Alessandro  TBD 

Sun Dec 28 Calvin Eggers Gloria Stern Ryder Giovanetti 

    

Sun Jan 4 John Crawford Tammy Donaldson Nate Patsko 

Sun Jan 11 Barry Schoenthal Zak D'Alessandro Julia Stoner 

Sun Jan 18 Richard Mueller Gloria Stern Ryder Giovanetti 

Sun Jan 25 Timothy Breight Lois Frerking Madeline Stoner 


