
Sermon  September 28, 2025  1 Timothy 3:1-13 
 

The Noble Task: God's Blueprint for Servant Leaders in His Church 
 
Recall the Apollo 13 mission of 1970, where an oxygen tank explosion left the spacecraft crippled 
in the vacuum of space, yet commander Jim Lovell's steady leadership and unyielding resolve 
guided his crew through the harrowing ordeal, bringing them safely back to Earth amid 
unimaginable peril. Such is the image that comes to mind as we turn to the words of the Apostle 
Paul in 1 Timothy 3:1-13. Here, in this pastoral epistle, Paul lays out the qualifications for those 
who would lead God's people—not as tyrants or figureheads, but as faithful stewards of the 
gospel. Let us hear the Word of God from the English Standard Version: 
 
"The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 
Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he care for God's church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may 
become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must 
be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 
Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy 
for dishonest gain. They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. And let them 
also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. Their 
wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. Let 
deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households 
well. For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great 
confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus." 
 
From this text, one major point emerges with crystal clarity: God establishes qualified leaders in 
His church to reflect Christ's own servant leadership, ensuring the flock is nurtured in truth and 
grace. This is not a checklist for perfection but a divine blueprint for those called to oversee and 
serve, mirroring the humility and faithfulness of our Lord Jesus Christ, who through His death, 
resurrection, and eternal rule redeems and governs His people. As we expound this passage, 
verse by verse, let us see how this main point unfolds, touching not only our minds with doctrinal 
precision but our hearts with the warmth of Christ's redeeming love. 
Paul begins with a trustworthy saying: "If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a 
noble task." The Greek word here for "overseer" is episkopos, from which we derive "bishop" 
or "pastor." It evokes the image of one who watches over, like a guardian scanning the landscape 
for threats, ensuring the safety of those entrusted to him. This term carries a weight of 
responsibility, implying vigilant care and oversight, much like a shepherd tending his flock in 
ancient times. This is no mere job; it's a noble calling, a vocation that echoes the shepherding 



heart of Christ, the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep. Aspiring to this is good, 
Paul says, but it must be pursued with the right motives—not for power or prestige, but for the 
sake of serving God's people, just as Jesus served unto death on the cross, rising victorious to 
draw all to Himself. In this aspiration, we see a reflection of Christ's own mission: He came not 
to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many. His death on Calvary's hill 
was the ultimate act of service, bearing our sins in His body, and His resurrection three days 
later vindicated that sacrifice, opening the way to eternal life. Now, reigning at the Father's right 
hand, He intercedes for us, modeling the eternal oversight that church leaders are called to 
emulate. 
 
Therefore, the overseer must be "above reproach." This sets the tone: blameless in character, a 
life that withstands scrutiny from within and without the church. He is to be "the husband of 
one wife," faithful in marriage, embodying the covenant love that Christ shows to His church—
unwavering, sacrificial, and pure. "Sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable"—these qualities 
paint a portrait of inner stability, like a lighthouse standing firm amid crashing waves, guiding 
ships safely to harbor. He must be "hospitable," opening his home as a haven for the weary, just 
as Jesus welcomed sinners and outcasts to His table. And he must be "able to teach," skilled in 
proclaiming the Word that brings life—the gospel of Christ's atoning sacrifice and triumphant 
resurrection, which alone has the power to transform hearts and renew minds. 
 
Paul continues: not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 
Here, we see the overseer as a peacemaker, free from vices that could ensnare him and lead to 
division. Think of General George S. Patton in World War II, known for his strategic brilliance but 
also his temper that sometimes alienated allies. Yet, in moments of restraint, like his leadership 
in the Battle of the Bulge, his self-control turned the tide, illustrating how unchecked passions 
can derail even the mightiest efforts. So too, the overseer must govern his spirit, lest he harm 
the very flock he protects, pointing always to the gentle Savior who rules with meekness from 
His heavenly throne. Jesus, in His earthly ministry, was gentle and lowly in heart, yet firm against 
sin; He calmed storms with a word and forgave the repentant, showing us the balance of 
strength and tenderness. His death absorbed the violence of our rebellion, and His resurrection 
brought peace that surpasses understanding, enabling leaders to lead with the same grace. 
 
He must "manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive." 
Why? "For if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for 
God's church?" Leadership begins at home, a microcosm of the church where faith is lived out 
daily. Recall Nehemiah in the Old Testament, who, upon returning to Jerusalem, not only rebuilt 
the walls but ordered his own affairs with integrity, rallying the people through his personal 
example. Amid opposition and internal strife, Nehemiah fasted and prayed, ensuring his 
household reflected godly order before addressing the nation's needs. His household 
management reflected his devotion to God's work, just as the overseer's family life testifies to 
his fitness for ecclesiastical care, modeling the order Christ brings through His resurrecting 
power. In Christ, the family of God is rebuilt—not with stones, but with living stones redeemed 



by His blood. His death broke down dividing walls of hostility, His resurrection formed a new 
household of faith, and His rule ensures that every member grows in submission to Him. 
 
Furthermore, he "must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and 
fall into the condemnation of the devil." Maturity matters; spiritual pride is a snare that has 
felled many. A new believer, though zealous, lacks the tested wisdom that comes from walking 
with the Lord through trials. And he must be "well thought of by outsiders," for a poor 
reputation invites disgrace and hinders the gospel's advance. This external witness protects the 
church from scandal, much like how explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark's expedition 
from 1804 to 1806 showcased their unassailable character. Traversing unknown territories 
across North America, facing harsh winters, scarce food, and encounters with unfamiliar tribes, 
their leadership—marked by resolve, fair dealings, and diplomatic skill—earned respect from 
Native American tribes outside their party, fortifying the mission's success and opening paths 
for future exploration. Their example illuminates how a leader's reputation can either fortify or 
fracture the mission, much as Christ's blameless life invites the world to behold the King who 
conquered death. Jesus, though accused falsely, was known for His integrity; Pilate himself 
declared Him innocent. Through His death, He bore our reproach; in resurrection, He was 
exalted; and now He reigns, drawing outsiders into His fold by the testimony of transformed 
lives. 
 
Shifting to deacons, Paul says, "Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not 
addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain." The Greek term diakonos means 
"servant," highlighting their role as ministers of mercy, attending to practical needs while 
upholding the faith. They are to be sincere, not duplicitous, free from excess and avarice—
qualities that ensure trust in their service. 
 
"They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience." This "mystery" is the revealed 
truth of Christ—His incarnation, death, and resurrection—the core of our salvation, once hidden 
but now proclaimed to all nations. Deacons guard this with purity, tested first to prove 
blameless, ensuring their lives align with the doctrine they uphold. Their wives, too, must be 
dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded and faithful in all things. Deacons are to be husbands 
of one wife, managing households well. For those who serve faithfully, they "gain a good 
standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus." 
 
Consider Stephen in the book of Acts, one of the first deacons chosen by the early church. Full 
of faith and the Holy Spirit, he served tables with dignity while boldly proclaiming the mystery 
of the faith. In his final testimony before the Sanhedrin, Stephen recounted God's redemptive 
history, culminating in Jesus—the Righteous One betrayed and murdered, yet risen and exalted 
at God's right hand. Even as stones rained down in his martyrdom, Stephen's clear conscience 
shone through his prayer for his persecutors, mirroring Christ's forgiveness on the cross and 
affirming His resurrection life and sovereign rule. Stephen's death echoed Christ's, but his vision 
of the exalted Lord assured the church of victory. Like Stephen, deacons today serve quietly yet 



profoundly, building confidence in the gospel through lives anchored in Christ's saving work, 
extending mercy as Christ did to the needy. 
In archaeology, the discovery of the Nag Hammadi library in 1945 unearthed ancient texts, 
including gnostic gospels that twisted the faith's mystery with esoteric teachings denying 
Christ's full humanity or divinity. Yet, the church's leaders, like those Paul describes, have 
preserved the true doctrine through centuries of councils, creeds, and faithful witness, their 
clear consciences shining as beacons against heresy, safeguarding the proclamation of Christ's 
death for sins, resurrection for justification, and eternal reign over all creation. 
As we reflect on this text, the main point stands firm: God establishes qualified leaders in His 
church to reflect Christ's own servant leadership, ensuring the flock is nurtured in truth and 
grace. These qualifications are not burdensome laws but gracious standards that point us to 
Jesus, the ultimate Overseer and Deacon. He, who was above reproach, managed His Father's 
house perfectly, and held the mystery of faith incarnate. Through His death on the cross, He 
atoned for our sins, bearing the wrath we deserved; in His resurrection, He conquered death 
and justified us before God, declaring us righteous; and in His ascension, He rules over all things 
for the church's good, pouring out His Spirit to equip leaders and believers alike, sustaining us 
until His return. 
 
In summary, Paul outlines the noble aspiration to oversight, the character demands for 
overseers—blameless, faithful, self-controlled, hospitable, teachable, gentle, and mature—and 
the parallel virtues for deacons: dignity, sincerity, sobriety, doctrinal fidelity, and tested service. 
These ensure the church thrives under leaders who mirror Christ, fostering an environment 
where the gospel flourishes. 
 
What powerful and spiritual work Jesus is doing in and for us! By His death, He redeems us from 
sin's grip, reconciling us to the Father; through His resurrection, He imparts new life and hope, 
making us participants in His victory over the grave; and in His rule at the Father's right hand, 
He governs the church with wisdom and power, calling and qualifying leaders by grace alone, 
interceding for our weaknesses, and building His kingdom amid a broken world. In Christ, our 
crucified, risen, and reigning Lord, we find forgiveness for our failings, strength for our service, 
and eternal security in His unshakeable kingdom. Thanks be to God for this divine provision, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The peace of God guard your hearts and minds as you believe and trust in Him. 
 
Pastor Ron Breight   Christ Lutheran Church  Forest Hills, Pennsylvania 
 
Join us for worship online on our Facebook page, ChristLutheranChurchfh. There you can view our 10 am Sunday 
service live or view a recording at your convenience. There is no need to register with Facebook or log in to visit 
our page. 


