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The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 24, 2025 

 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
PRELUDE     

 Morning Star Variations                                            Mahlon Balderston 

RINGING OF THE BELLS/ WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN (please rise and sing) 

Today Your Mercy Calls Us                                         Hymnal p. 915 

Today Your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, Whatever we have been, 
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However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 

Today Your gate is open, And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 

A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n. 

Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits; 

His blessed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us How often we have come; 

Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home. 

O all embracing Mercy, O ever open Door, 

What should we do without You When heart and eye run o’er? 

When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 

We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL GREETING 

INVOCATION                                              

The sign of the cross (†) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism  

P:    In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:   Amen. 

CONFESSION1  

P:   Our Help is in the name of the Lord. 

C:   Who made heaven and earth. 

P:   If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  

C:   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  

(We take a moment of silence before the Lord as we call to mind how we have not 

properly loved Him, ourselves, or other people.)    

P:   Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess unto You that 

we are sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You in 



 

thought, word and deed. We therefore flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

C:   O most merciful God, who has given Your only begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission 

of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 

knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 

Word, to the end, that by Your grace, we may receive the crown of 

eternal life in Your Kingdom of Glory; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

P:   Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness?  

C:   Yes, so I believe. 

P:   Let it be done for you as you believe. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (†) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE                                                            Hymnal p. 656 sts. 1,4 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty Shield and Weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need that hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

The Word they still shall let remain nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain with His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, goods, fame, child, and wife, 

Though these all be gone, our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
 

 

 



 

COLLECT 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you.  

P:    Let us pray. 

O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the 

narrow door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now 

and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that we may 

follow Him on the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 

FIRST READING                                                              Hebrews 12:4–24 

L:    The first reading is from chapter twelve of Hebrews. 

Jesus is a kingdom that cannot be shaken. 

Following the reading... 

L:  This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY 

Psalm 50 

L:   The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies Me; 

 to one who orders his way rightly I will show the salvation of God!" 

C:   The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies Me; 

 to one who orders his way rightly I will show the salvation of God!" 

L:   Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

and perform your vows to the Most High, 

and call upon Me in the day of trouble; 

I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me." 

C:   The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies Me; 

 to one who orders his way rightly I will show the salvation of God!" 

 



 

A:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                       Luke 13:22–30 

P:  The Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke chapter thirteen. 

C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   

A narrow door to heaven is one of repentance and faith. 

Following the reading... 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

THE APOSTLES' CREED2 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 

Earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into Heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness                         Hymnal p. 563 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 



 

Bold shall I stand in that great day 

Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;  

Fully absolved through these I am  

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 

Which at the mercy seat of God 

Pleads for the captives’ liberty, 

Was also shed in love for me. 

Lord, I believe, were sinners more  

Than sands upon the ocean shore,  

Thou hast for all a ransom paid,  

For all a full atonement made. 

When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 

 

SERMON3 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

VOLUNTARY  

Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay                               Anne Kretz Organ 

OFFERING SONG 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart                                   Hymnal p. 806 

Give thanks with a grateful heart,  

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.(Repeat) 



 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “ I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. .(Repeat) 

Give thanks, give thanks. 
Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna!: Music: ASCAP c/o Integrity Media, Inc. Used with permission. Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014542.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Let us pray for ourselves, the church, and the world.  

Following each petition: 

P:  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

LORD'S PRAYER   

P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

P:   Almighty God, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts that He may rule 

and direct us according to Your will, strengthen us in all our temptations, 

afflictions and sorrows, defend us from all error, and lead us into all truth 

that we might continue steadfast in faith, may increase in all good works 

and in the end join You in Your everlasting kingdom of glory; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 



 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

The Lord look upon you with His favor and (†) give you His peace.  

C:  Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN             

Glorious Things of You Are Spoken                          Hymnal p. 648 

Glorious things of you are spoken, Zion city of our God;  

He whose word cannot be broken Formed you for His own abode.  

On the Rock of Ages founded, What can shake your sure repose?  

With salvation’s walls surrounded You may smile at all your foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, Springing from eternal love,  

Well supply your sons and daughters And all fear of want remove,  

Who can faint while such a river Ever will their thirst assuage? 

Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, Never fails from age to age. 

Round each habitation hov’ring, See the cloud and fire appear 

For a glory and a cov’ring, Showing that the Lord is near.  

Thus deriving from their banner Light by night and shade by day,  

Safe they feed upon the manna Which God gives them on their way. 

Savior, since of Zion’s city I through grace a member am,  

Let the world deride or pity, I will glory in Your name.  

Fading are the world’s vain pleasures All their boasted pomp and show;  

Solid joys and lasting treasures None but Zion’s children know. 

 

POSTLUDE  

Toccata II, Fuga II                                Joseph Seeger 
 

 

1The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” John 20:22-23. We take heart that the 

absolution proclaimed by the pastor is as from the Lord Himself.  

2It is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 

10:10. Our response to the Word of God that has just been read is our confession of faith in the one, true, triune 

God. 



 

3Martin Luther teaches us about hearing the Word: “Know, therefore, that you must be concerned not only 

about hearing, but also about learning and retaining it in memory, and do not think that it is optional with you 

or of no great importance, but that it is God’s commandment, who will require of you how you have heard, 

learned, and honored His Word.” (Large Catechism) Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it! 

Luke 11:28 

 

Christ Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  


