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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 30, 2025 

 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

Prayer on entering church:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the 

place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 

prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your 

holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.  

PRELUDE     

 He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word                   Anthony Giamanco 

RINGING OF THE BELLS/ WELCOME 

http://www.christlutheranfh.org/
http://www.christlutheranfh.org/
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OPENING HYMN (please rise and sing) 

Jesus, Refuge of the Weary                                          Hymnal p. 423 

Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all. 

Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for you; 

May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

CONGREGATIONAL GREETINGS 

INVOCATION                                                                       

The sign of the cross (†) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism  

P:  In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

CONFESSION1  

P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C:  who made heaven and earth. 

P:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C:  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 

and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 

that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
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merciful to me, a sinner. 

(We take a moment of silence before the Lord as we call to mind how we have not 

properly loved Him, ourselves, or other people.)    

C:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

KYRIE                                                                                                     

P:  Heavenly Father, Your only begotten Son overcame Satan, sin, and 

death by His patience and suffering. Help us, we pray, to treasure in 

our hearts all that our Lord has borne for us that we would be inspired 

to patiently persevere in true faith unto life everlasting. 

C:  (sung)Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

COLLECT 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you.  

P:  Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 

morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as 

Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant 

that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks 

for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  
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FIRST READING                                                Isaiah 12:1–6 

L:  The first reading for the Fourth Sunday in Lent is from chapter 

twelve of Isaiah.  

Surely God is my Savior. 

Following the reading... 

L:  This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY  

Psalm 32  

L:  Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 

      and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

C:  Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 

      and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

L:  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,  

     whose sin is covered. 

     Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity,  

     and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

C:  Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 

      and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

L:  For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away  

     through my groaning all day long. 

     For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 

     my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

     I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not cover my iniquity; 

     I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord," and You forgave 

the iniquity of my sin. 

C:  Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 

      and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

L:  Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to You at a time when 

You may be found; 
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     surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach Him. 

     You are a hiding place for me; You preserve me from trouble; 

     You surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

C:  Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 

      and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

A:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

      

SECOND READING                                 2 Corinthians 5:16–21 

L:  The second reading is from chapter five of 2 Corinthians. 

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

Following the reading... 

L:  This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL                                      Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 

P:  The Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke, chapter fifteen. 

C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   

God’s mercy is everlasting. 

Following the reading... 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

THE NICENE CREED2 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 

Earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 

us men and for our salvation came down from Heaven and was 
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incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 

was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of 

the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 

I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 

come. Amen.            

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                               

 Christ, the Life of All the Living                                   Hymnal p. 420 

Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through Thy suff'rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Thou, ah! Thou, has taken on Thee Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver From the bonds of sin forever. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Thou has borne the smiting only That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou has suffered, sad and lonely, Rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, Blessing unto me securing. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn 

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. All disgrace Thou, Lord, 

hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me And with heav'nly glory crown me. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 



6 

Thou has suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Thou hast suffered great affliction And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

SERMON3 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

VOLUNTARY  

  Jesus Sinners Doth Receive                                        Kristina Langlois 

OFFERING SONG                                                                Hymnal p. 422 

On My Heart Imprint your Image 
On my heart imprint Your image, Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life's riches, cares, and pleasures Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope's foundation, And my glory and salvation! 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Let us pray for ourselves, the church, and the world.  

Following each petition: 

P:  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  

The Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is being celebrated in today’s service. In preparation for that, 

please be reminded that the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper are not merely representations or 

symbols of Jesus’ body and blood but Jesus’ body and blood sacrificed on the cross are present in, 

with, and under the bread and wine (The Real Presence). How is this possible? This is beyond human 

understanding, but we remember that with God all things are possible. This truth is a divine mystery 

instituted by Jesus, taught by his Apostles, fervently held by the Christian church, and one in which 

we participate through faith. To be properly prepared to receive this sacrament, you must 

1)Recognize that you have indeed sinned against God and other people and are accountable to God 

for those sins; 

2) Be sorry (repentant) for those sins; 

3) Believe that in this sacrament Jesus bestows forgiveness, life, and salvation; and 

4) Sincerely desire to live a godly life from this point forward. 

If you are not a member of Christ Lutheran Church, please speak with the pastor before receiving 

communion here for the first time. If you choose to come forward to receive a blessing rather than 

the Lord’s Supper, indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. 

 

PREFACE                                                                                        Hymnal p. 194 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  (sung)And with thy spirit. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  (sung)We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C:  (sung)It is meet and right so to do. 

PROPER PREFACE 

P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He,  

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for-

ever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you in all ways.  

C:  (sung)Amen. 

AGNUS DEI  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION 

Form a line at the communion rail starting at the left side. When the line 

is half full, begin filling it in from the right side. When invited, approach 

the rail and kneel/stand.  If you want to receive a gluten-free wafer at 

communion, let the worship assistant know as he comes by with the wafers. 

After communion, exit through the right doorway, place individual 

communion cups in the tray, and proceed down the stairs back to your 

seat. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

There Is a Fountain 

There is a fountain filled with blood Drawn from Immanuel's veins, 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood Lose all their guilty stains. 

The dying thief rejoiced to see That fountain in his day; 

And there have I, as vile as he, Washed all my sins away. 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood Shall never lose its power 

Till all the ransomed Church of God Be saved to sin no more. 

E'er since by faith I saw the stream Thy flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme And shall be till I die. 

When this poor lisping, stammering tongue Lies silent in the grave, 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song I'll sing Thy power to save. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

 The Lamb                                                                                Hymnal p. 547 

The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price! 

Refrain: Worthy is the lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering. 

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain 

The Lamb, the Lamb, As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 

So still, His will On our behalf the law to fill. Refrain 

He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness. 

He lives, forgives, He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain 

He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now overflows. 

His song prolong Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain. 
Text and music: ©1987 MorningStar Music Publishers.Used by  permission. Lutheran Service Book Hymn License # 100014542 

 

 

VOLUNTARY 

As Rebels, Lord, Who Foulishly Have Wandered              Paul Grime 



10 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace  

according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

which Thou hast prepared 

before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles 

and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

P:  O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,  

C:  (sung)and His mercy endureth forever. 

COLLECT 

P:  Let us pray. 

 Send Your Holy Spirit upon Your people, O Lord, that we who have 

heard Your Word may keep it in holy hearts and that we who have 

participated in the communion of Your Son’s body and blood may 

be sanctified and preserved with all Your saints and come to eternal 

blessedness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  (sung) Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  (sung)And with thy spirit. 

P:  Bless we the Lord. 

C:  (sung)Thanks be to God. 
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P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C:  (sung)Amen. Amen. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                     

  Come, Thou Fount of Ev'ry Blessing                         Hymnal p. 686 

Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory Fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore Thee; May I still Thy goodness prove. 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I’ve come;  

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home.  

Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wand’ring from the fold of God;  

He, to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor Daily I'm constrained to be; 

Let that grace now like a fetter Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee; 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above. 

Oh, that day when freed from sinning, I shall see Thy lovely face; 

Clothed then in the bloodwashed linen, How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace! 

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; Take my ransom'd soul away; 

Send Thine angels soon to carry Me to realms of endless day. 

Prayer after worship:  Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped 

in Your presence and received both forgiveness for my many sins and the 

assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ.  I thank You for this undeserved 

grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit 

eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

POSTLUDE  

 Fantasia on "At the Cross Her Vigil Keeping"   

Leonardo Antonio Di Chiara 
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1The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his 

sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” John 20:22-23. We take 

heart that the absolution proclaimed by the pastor is as from the Lord Himself.  

2It is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 

are saved. Romans 10:10. Our response to the Word of God that has just been read is our 

confession of faith in the one, true, triune God.  

3Martin Luther teaches us about hearing the Word: “Know, therefore, that you must be 

concerned not only about hearing, but also about learning and retaining it in memory, and do 

not think that it is optional with you or of no great importance, but that it i s God’s 

commandment, who will require of you how you have heard, learned, and honored His 

Word.” (Large Catechism) Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!  Luke 

11:28 
 

Christ Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  


