Old Testament Reading:
Jeremiah 26:8-15

8When Jeremiah had finished speak-
ing all that the Lorp had commanded
him to speak to all the people, then
the priests and the prophets and all the
people laid hold of him, saying, “You
shall die! ¥Why have you prophesied
in the name of the Lorp, saying, ‘This
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city
shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?”
And all the people gathered around Jer-
emiah in the house of the Lorp.

1OWhen the officials of Judah heard
these things, they came up from the
king’s house to the house of the Lorp
and took their seat in the entry of the
New Gate of the house of the Lorp.
1Then the priests and the prophets
said to the officials and to all the peo-
ple, “This man deserves the sentence
of death, because he has prophesied
against this city, as you have heard with
your own ears.”

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the offi-
cials and all the people, saying, “The
Lorp sent me to prophesy against this
house and this city all the words you
have heard. 13Now therefore mend
your ways and your deeds, and obey
the voice of the Lorp your God, and
the Lorp will relent of the disaster that
he has pronounced against you. 4But
as for me, behold, I am in your hands.
Do with me as seems good and right to
you. 150nly know for certain that if you
put me to death, you will bring inno-
cent blood upon yourselves and upon
this city and its inhabitants, for in truth
the Lorp sent me to you to speak all
these words in your ears.”

Christ alone.

Scripture: ESV® Cover verse: Philippians 4:1

Epistle: Philippians 3:17-4:1

17Brothers, join in imitating me,
and keep your eyes on those who walk
according to the example you have in
us. 18For many, of whom I have often
told you and now tell you even with
tears, walk as enemies of the cross of
Christ. 19Their end is destruction, their
god is their belly, and they glory in
their shame, with minds set on earthly
things. 20But our citizenship is in
heaven, and from it we await a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, 21lwho will trans-
form our lowly body to be like his glo-
rious body, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to him-
self.

4:1Therefore, my brothers, whom I
love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.

Holy Gospel: Luke 13:31-35

31At that very hour some Pharisees
came and said to [Jesus], “Get away
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.”
32And he said to them, “Go and tell that
fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and pet-
form cures today and tomorrow, and
the third day 1 finish my course. 33Nev-
ertheless, I must go on my way today
and tomorrow and the day following,
for it cannot be that a prophet should
perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34O Jeru-
salem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent
to it! How often would I have gathered
your children together as a hen gath-
ers her brood under her wings, and you
would not! 35Behold, your house is for-
saken. And I tell you, you will not see
me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!"”

About the Cover: When it feels as though everything around us is
crumbling, Jesus offers us the foundation we can stand firm on:
Him! He has accomplished what we could not. His cross stands as a
testament to His determination and love for us. By dying on the cross
and rising again, Christ won for us the forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation. Therefore, in all trials and temptations, we can stand firm in
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