Sermon 	November 24, 2022	Thanksgiving	

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
    and his courts with praise!
    Give thanks to him; bless his name! Psalm 100:4

Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

It is fitting that we recall now the reverent words of George Washington, "Almighty God, we make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy Protection," and that every American in his own way lift his voice to heaven.
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Thanksgiving is an official holiday I find a great similarity between my giving thanks to God and my grocery shopping. Most of the time I go to Aldi's down at the bottom of the hill. They have most of what I need at the right price. My shopping list usually is chocolate and sometimes ice cream. I go in and the chocolate is located in the first isle on the left. I grab 5 or 6 packages. Then I remember I am low on their excellent braunschwager, so I go to the meat section and get that. Walking by the dairy case reminds me we are running low on coffee creamer, so I grab a carton of half and half. I notice they have my favorite lattice cut potato chips in stock and grab a bag or two of those. By now my arms are full of groceries as I try to figure out how to carry them all since I was in too much of a hurry to search my car for a quarter so I could get a cart. Plus, I didn’t bring in any of those reusable shopping bags from my car either so now I have to buy a bag or two at the checkout. As I near the checkout I see they have low sodium V8. I would like to pick up a couple bottles of that, but my hands are full. I don't have any way to get the value-price flowers for the missus either. If I would only learn to just get the quarter, fetch some bags from the back of the car, and do it right.
I find the same thing happening when it comes to thanking God. The list starts small - something like health and family, But reflecting on those things brings others to mind. My wife, dogs, mom, friends, new streets in the boro, last weekend's evening of praise, warm house, running water, indoor plumbing, electric lights, TV'S, INTERNET, CELL, PHONES, art, music, the beauty of the earth. Once you get going, just like my trips to Aldi's, the list seems to be unending. And that is a good thing. So this Thanksgiving as we make our list of things to give thanks to God for, let’s make it a long, unending one befitting for a Lord and Savior who has lavished so many countless blessings upon us in good times and even in bad.

Last week I walked through the fellowship hall here at church and I noticed some of the tables had been pushed together end-to-end. The decorations on the table were obviously Thanksgiving-themed: A turkey, fall leaves, gourds and squashes, etc. The director of the childcare happened to enter the hall and I commented on the setup. “It’s for our Friendsgiving.” She commented. Friendsgiving? What in the world is Friendsgiving? I told her Thanksgiving was a national day of thanksgiving to the Lord. She smiled. So, I looked up this thing called Friendsgiving. It is actually a thing. Of course, those of you who are more with it than me already know this. For me it was one of those learning moments. Seems the term Friendsgiving was batted around on Twitter some 15 years ago. It took on a life of its own and Baileys Irish Cream did a Friendsgiving add campaign some 10 years ago and trademarked the name. So it looks like Friendsgiving is here to stay.

It’s one of those things started by the millennials. The idea behind Friendsgiving is that it is a pleasure to enjoy a turkey with all the fixin’s with friends just as much or more than with family. Bailey’s Irish Cream might be fine when you’re gathered with friends, but from what I hear about some families, those thanksgivings might require something even stronger. So why not choose the former get-together. It is said that you are born into your family, but you pick your friends. Plus, many of today’s young people are waiting to marry or may never marry, so the family thing doesn’t have as much importance. Covid has made travelling to grandma’s house in New Hampshire much harder, hence there have been many more localized Friendsgiving’s in place of the family rituals. Not to mention all the “orphaned” young folks away at school, jobs, and such who just can’t make it home for the turkey and pumpkin pie. So why not celebrate the holidays with friends who live close by? It all makes sense when you think about it.

There certainly is an element of Friendsgiving in our traditional National Day of Thanksgiving to God. I always say that it is no benefit to us that God is Sovereign, almighty, omniscient, or even just. Even though all those are true, we are still undone. A sovereign God can make unbearable demands, try us in his court and according to his justice, and afterwards squash us like bugs underfoot. The only way we have half a chance of standing before our Sovereign and living to tell about it hangs on the reality that, amid all his other divine attributes, God is also compassionate and kind. God is friendly towards us. That is the thing about God that is good news for us. Jesus evens calls us his friends. Jesus teaches that there is no greater love than to lay down your life for your friends. And we know Jesus did indeed lay down his life us. He says, “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.” Jn 15:15 And just like Thanksgiving doesn’t amount to much unless we take part in the observance, Jesus also reminds us, “You are my friends if you do what I command you.” Jn 15:14 

In the 2nd of the 10 commandments it says, “Do not misuse the name of the Lord.”  
For every negative thing not to do there is also a positive act to do. Here the Small Catechism teaches us that not only are we to hold the Name of God sacred and not use it in unholy ways, we are also to make use of the Name and, “call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and …. give thanks.” So, as we are gathered together in faith to give thanks to God, we are obeying this commandments Jesus calls us his friends, and we know that we are saved. 

As we recall, enjoy, and give thanks for all of the blessings of the Lord, we are reminded that the best is yet to come. We add to the list of things of this world the things of the next. Now our thanksgiving reaches the highest possible heights as it remembers and encompasses the whole of what the Lord has done, is doing, and will do for us. Our earthy thanksgiving enters the realm of the supernatural, where we join our voices with the whole host of God in heaven and sing his praises now and forevermore. Amen! 
 
The peace of God guard your hearts and minds as you believe and trust in him. Amen. 
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