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Christ Lutheran Lamplighter
Christ Lutheran Church
400 Barclay Avenue
Forest Hills, Pennsylvania 15221

Contact Information
Phone: 412-271-7173
Fax: 412-271-4921
Web: christlutheranfh.org

Leap (of Faith) Year
I once read about a man who planned to marry his fiancé on February 29. That
way he would only have to remember their anniversary once every four years.
I’m not sure if she said “Yes” to the proposal. This February affords us the opportunity to find all kinds of funny things to say about this unusual month,
having an extra day added to keep the calendar in sync with nature. In a way it
is true that anyone born on Leap Day would technically be only one-fourth the
age of everyone else, but reality has a way of making everything even over a
long period of time, wrinkles included.
People seem to have been adjusting calendars since time immemorial. Solar
calendars need updating every four years. Lunar calendars can be worse –
adding a whole extra month every nineteen years or so. The first Leap Year
was February 29, 45 BC under Julius Caesar. Calendars have changed since
then, but the technique has worked well since that time as long as those in
charge of the calendar add the extra day in the right year, which sometimes
they have not!
One thing for sure, the Lord has gifted us with some extra time in the year
2020. I encourage you to spend some of February 29 considering all the other
“extras” He has given us as His people. Then take delight and pleasure that He
has blessed us so. Finally offer Him thanks and praise for those things and His
promise that His steadfast love will never end.

Pastor Reverend Ronald Breight
pastor@christlutheranfh.org

Administrative Staff
Assistant to Pastor
Barb Mitchell
assistant@christlutheranfh.org
Office Assistant
Theresa Frankiewicz
officeassist@christlutheranfh.org

Officers and Committees
President Jim Law
Vice President Neil Ackerman
Treasurer Steve Stern
Secretary Barb Mitchell
Financial Secretary Dee Law
Elders Cal Eggers, Glenn Filler,
John Crawford, and Al Dick
Trustees Frank Elaschat, Howard
Lehman, John Sourbeer
Education Susan Wagner, Linda
Breight, Kathy Sourbeer
Finance Cal Eggers
Outreach Judy Chick, Jonathan
Breight, Melissa Elaschat, Vince
Mroz
Planning Kathy Sourbeer

In the light of Christ,

Pastor Ron Breight
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News from the Flock
In the News
Jonathan Breight danced the role of the Nutcracker in Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre’s production of The Nutcracker on December 19. A contingent of family and friends watched the
production at the Benedum and was treated to a backstage tour after the
performance. He danced twelve different roles throughout the production
run.
Jonathan was also cited in Pointe Magazine as one of the standout performances of 2019:
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre Corps de Ballet Dancer Jonathan Breight in "The
Nutcracker"
"Jonathan Breight, a corps member with Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, for his
performance of the Nutcracker Prince in The Nutcracker. It is his first year in
the corps, and he performed a principal role with true artistry and pure technique. He is involved in the PBT
community, even teaching for the school. He truly deserves recognition as he inspires all his fellow dancers
and students, and is a good role model and humble." —Jennifer

.

Congratulations to Joscelyn Lydon who graduated from Robert Morris University on
Dec. 7, 2019 with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree.
While at Robert Morris, Joscelyn received the Renaissance Award, Ambassador
Award, and graduated Cum Laude. She also made the Dean’s list several times. Joscelyn also served as a mentor and co-instructor for freshman students for two years
and as a Community Advisor for one year. She also worked in hospitals as a Patient
Care Technician. Joscelyn has accepted a position at UPMC Children’s Hospital of
Pittsburgh in the emergency department. We are proud of you!!!

On December 17, 2019 Tabatha Law and Caroline
Shirley played their flutes at the Fifth Grade Concert at
Franklin Regional High School. Caroline also sang in the
chorus. Caroline received an award for the most hours
practiced so far this year. Congratulations on a job well
done!
NEW MEMBERS We would like to welcome our newest members: Eddie Fittz and Lynn Ackerman.
Please welcome them to our church family when you see them.
BIRTH Zachary and Amanda Chick are the proud parents of a baby girl, Kiernan Adair. She weighed in at
7lbs. 6 oz. and was born on December 12, which is her big brother Silas’ birthday. They are the grandchildren of Judy Chick.
DEATH Allan Lindblom went to be with the Lord on December 15, 2019. He was born in Canada and graduated high school in Nebraska. He is survived by his son, Ron (Penny) as well as grandchildren.
As always, if you have if you have any news that you are willing to share, please email or give it to Kathy Sourbeer,
ksourbeer@aol.com or send it directly to Theresa Frankiewicz at officeassist@christlutheranfh.org.

Women’s Service Guild
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ALTAR FLOWERS “Flowers are the music of the ground. From earth’s lips spoken without sound.” – Edwin
Curran (Flower Quotes) There are a variety of dates on the flower chart in the Narthex. You can honor someone's
memory, birthday, anniversary, special occasion, etc. The cost is $30. If someone wants to share a date, an additional
vase is available for $20.

ALTAR GUILD – The women who change the altar coverings for the various church seasons are not like “Samantha on
Bewitched” She just twitched her nose and things would change or disappear. The congregational women carefully
change the altar covers, set up for Holy Communion and put out a special napkin for baptism. Contact
Ruth Hirko if you would like to help.
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION – There is a phrase “Pay Forward.” We can “pay forward”
when we buy any General Mills products with the “Box Tops for Education” label on them.
These “Box Tops for Education” labels enable Redeemer Lutheran Church & School to acquire
educational items for their school classrooms. If the General Mills product does not have the
“Box Tops for Education label, you can save your sales receipt. Lois Frerking will scan it and the
school gets credit. There is a bin in the library for Box Top labels and sales receipts. See Lois for
more information.
GREETING CARDS – There is a song with the lyrics “make someone happy.” Concordia, Cabot recycles old greeting
cards. These use the pictures from the cards and make new greeting cards. See Susan Robatzen for more information.
There is a bin in the library
HELPING HANDS - “No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another.”
― Charles Dickens (Helping others quotes). The women of the church set up, prepare and serve at funeral luncheons,
special occasions, Advent and Lenten dinners, etc. For more information contact Rosalie Filler
HOTEL TOILETRY ITEMS – Those small toiletry items that the hotels and motels supply can be used by organizations that help the homeless, have soup kitchen, help low income families, etc. There is a bin in the library. “No one has
ever become poor by giving.” ― Anne Frank, Diary of Anne Frank:
PORTALS OF PRAYER – This little devotional booklet packs a lot of support and hope. You can use it to start or
end your day. It can be read anytime. It is great “pick me up” support. Current and back issues are on the table in the
library. If you know of a group or agency that could use back issues, contact Ruth Hirko. “Where there is devotional
music, God is always at hand with his gracious presence” Johann Sebastian Bach
PRAYER SHAWLS OR LAP ROBES– Contact Jayne Simpson or Linda Breight if you
would like to make a prayer shawl or lap robe or if you know someone who would appreciate getting one. “May you find comfort from all that appears too much to bear at this
moment from all that feels as if it might be the breaking point from all that seems to
threaten your peace of heart.” (Prayer shawls quotes)
POP TABS CHALLENGE – Last year there was a tremendous response for the collection of Pop Tabs from various
drink cans. These pop tabs were collected by Thrivent for Ronald McDonald House. There is a bin in the library. We are
still collecting these tabs in the box in the library.

MANY THANKS to the people who generously donated for the November Sonshine Kitchen food drive,
$105 was collected and for the Concordia Ministries (Red Stockings) $240 was collected. The Women Service Guild thank you for your generous support and donations through out the year.
WINTER BLUES LUNCHEON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020 AT 12 P. M.
Enjoy good food, good fellowship and a fun time at the annual Women Service Guild Winter
Blues Luncheon. It will be held on Saturday, February 1, 2020 at Palmieri's, Plum.
See Dee Law for more information.
“It is such a happiness when good people get together.” Jane Austin quote (Quotefancy)
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SONSHINE KITCHEN - The Women Service Guild will be preparing and serving at the Sonshine Kitchen on
Monday, March 2, 2020. There is a sign up sheet on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board if you can help or donate. See
Dee Law for more information. “For centuries, soup kitchens have been a way for local
communities to offer a way of support, both nutritional and emotional to their less lucky
neighbors.” Marcus Samuelson
SONSHINE KITCHEN – On December 16, 2019, Dee Law with her granddaughter,
Tabatha, took the cookies that we packed, along with chips and hand made ornaments to
distribute to people at the Sonshine Kitchen. This is the third year that Tabatha has helped
out as a WSG member in training.
Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Quilting will resume on Monday, February 4 and 18, 2020 at 9 a. m. No experience needed. If you
can sew on a button you can quilt. Push the needle in and pull it out and tie 2 knots. We can always use king and queen
size mattress pads. See Joyce Purucker for more information.
STAMPS – They come in all shapes, designs, denominations, etc. They send our cards, letters, bill payments, etc. to
their various destinations. They also enable the Canadian Bible Society to get money from canceled stamps to fund their
Bible project to enable prisoners to get Bibles and foreign missions to get Bibles in their native language. Remember
slit open the bottom of the envelope, cut the envelope in half and give the stamps to Lois Frerking or put them in
the box in the library.
TELEPHONE COMMITTEE – Many, many years ago some of us may have had party lines (people
that had the same telephone line, but different phone numbers.) Phone service has changed over the
years. If you have a new phone and number, new e-mail address or know of someone who has a
different number or e-mail address, please let the Barb Mitchell or Rosalie Filler know. “The worse
thing to do is not make a telephone call.” Allan Urlis Quotes
RECYCLING – If you have a drawer with all kinds of miscellaneous items (I-pads, cell pones with charger cords, ink
jet cartridges kindles, etc., put them in the box (see list) in the library. The Eastern District of the Lutheran Women's
Missionary League will recycle them. Funds from these items enable the LWML to raise funds for their projects. See
Linda Breight for more information.
MITE BOXES – Many years ago there was a song about “It was an itsy bitsy teenie weenie yellow polka-dot bikini.”
The LWML has something that is “itsy bitsy teenie”--THE MITE BOX. It may be small, but it offers GIGANIC
support for a variety of mission grants that the LWML voted on to support. There is a list posted on the Fellowship Hall
bulletin board. “With God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26
LUTHERAN WOMEN MISSIONARY LEAGUE INFORMATION - “As your
LWML group enters the winter months, take time to reflect not only on the birth
of Christ, but also on His baptism, His miracles, and His teaching. Include Bible
study as a frequent and regular part of every gathering, as together we learn from
His Word.” The winter 2019/2020 issue of the Lutheran Woman's Quarterly and other
past issues are on the table in the library. Plans are being made for the June 12-14,
2020 Eastern District convention at Syracuse, New York. See Linda Bright for more
information.
LWML Grant #6 100,000 was selected by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League at their national convention to be

funded during the 2019-2021 biennium. Once the funds are received, a bus named the “4M Bus” will be purchased,
retrofitted, and stocked with medical and Bible school equipment. This will enable the teams to bring healing, both
physically and spiritually, to Guatemalan children and adults in isolated and remote villages. The country of Guatemala
is called “The Land of Eternal Spring” because of its temperate climate; however, many of its citizens live in extreme
poverty with over 50 percent of the children suffering from malnutrition and having no access to any form of medical or
dental care. For more information about this grant, go to www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-6.
Check the Fellowship Hall bulletin board for LUTHERAN WOMEN MISSIONARY LEAGUE UPDATES and other
upcoming events. There are a variety of past issues of the Lutheran Woman's Quarterly on the table in the library and
MITE boxes on the shelf in the Narthex.

Addresses for our Shut -Ins
Shut-ins wishing to
be added to the
pastoral visitation
schedule should call
the church office at
412-271-7173.

Marty Hornak
Room 208
3522 Rt. 130
Irwin, PA 15642

Charles Koenig

Concordia Monroeville
4363 Northern Pike
Room 126
Paul & Keretta Bruner Monroeville, PA 15146
615 Horizon View Drive
Penn Hills, PA 15235
Flo Kost
508 Marion Avenue
Lorraine Giebel
Apt. 2
134 Marwood Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15221
Room 1937
Cabot, PA 16023
Diana Lydon
503 Shelbourne Ave.
Fran Giesey
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
310 Pennoak Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

James & Ann Tubbs
41 Central Avenue
N. Versailles, PA 15137-1101

Pam Viher
406 Howard Street
East Pittsburgh, PA 15112

February 2020 Prayer Petition
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:34)

Celebrating in February
An n i v e r s a r i e s
2/12 Jim & Charlene Schorr
2/14 Kevin & Tammy Donaldson
2/14 Frank & Melissa Elaschat
2/17 Michael & Barbara Lis

Birthdays
2/1
2/1
2/5
2/6
2/7
2/8
2/12
2/13

Kathleen Kaclik
Tatia fe' O'Connor
Nancy Stephens
Parker Hanley
Barbara Simmons
Ryder Giovanetti
Audrey Marvenko
Tristen Slaczka
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2/14
2/21
2/21
2/21
2/21
2/24
2/27
2/27

Donna Goralzick
Sonny Breeger
John Hoblak
Howard Lehman
Barbara Lis
Robin Schoenthal
Suzanne Lydon-George
Jayne Orbell

Important Dates in February
February 1st Winter Blues Luncheon
February 4th Elders Meeting 2pm
February 6th Finance 4pm
February 14th Valentine’s Day
February 16th Voters’ Meeting 11:30am
February 15th Deadline for March Lamplighter
February 26th Ash Wednesday

Serving Christ in February
Altar Guild: Dee Law
Worship
Assistant

Acolyte

Lector

2/2

10am

John Crawford

Alexa Kocher

Joyce Purucker

2/9
2/16
2/23

10am

Maisy Hanley

Neil Ackerman

10am
10am

Glenn Filler
Paul Simpson
Glenn Filler

Dylan McNutt
David Carmichael

Barb Mitchell
Lois Frerking

2/26

7pm

Cal Eggers

David Carmichael

Neil Ackerman

Attention Acolytes and Parents: There is now a sign-up sheet in Room 4-5, so that you may choose the days that you would like
to serve. Please fill in all available openings. This should alleviate any confusion. It is very important that we have an acolyte
during the communion services.

Church Service Times
Sunday– 10 am Divine Service

Bible Studies
Wednesday
10:30am Ladies’ Bible Study

Sunday

Thursday

8:45am Adult Bible Study Groups

7:00pm Bible Overview

8:45am Sunday School Ages 2-18
8:45am New Member Class

Saturday
7:45am Men’s Bible Study

Twelve children enjoyed Jesus’ Birthday Party at Christ Lutheran Church on December 15.
Many volunteers led by Susan Wagner, Linda Breight and Kathy Sourbeer all helped make this
first birthday party a success. Many infant toys were collected to benefit the Women’s
Choice Network’s Infant Toy Drive. Cookie decorating, crafts, games, and a photo booth delighted the children. A light supper and fellowship followed the event. The Confirmation Class
presented the Christmas story by recreating the Nativity in a slide show that was shown to
the participants.

Backstage at the Benedum.

Friends and Family were

treated to a backstage tour after the Dec. 19 Nutcracker Performance in which our own, Jonathan Breight, danced the lead as
the Nutcracker.

Dee Law added the flowers
to put the finishing touches on the Christmas decorations for this year.

Kitchen Dedication

On Sunday, January 5,
the parish gathered for
the dedication of the
new kitchen. A wonderful meal prepared by the
Women’s Service Guild
was served to those in
attendance.

Linda Breight, Rosalie Filler, Alma
Eggers, and Dee Law prepare for
the kitchen dedication.

New
Old

Christmas Greetings were received this year from the following:
Artista Graphics
Judy Chick
John and Helen Crawford
Lauretta Critchlow
Cal and Alma Eggers
Catherine Ertman
Pierre Ferran (Heifer Intl.)
Lynn Fisher
Lois Frerking
Keith E. Frndak, CLM
Georgia Hanley

Ruth Hirko
Linda and Pauline Kuenzl
Katherine Mastracola
Barbara Mitchell
Staff of Redeemer School
Susan Robatzen
Sonshine Community Ministries
John and Kathy Sourbeer
Steve and Gloria Stern
Tri County Kitchens
Barb Urban

Financial Snapshot
July 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019

Actual

Budgeted

Offerings and other Income

$128,829

$120,242

Mission
Staff
Operations
Kitchen and other one time expenses
Total Expenses
Net Gain/(Loss)

$1,750
$47,827
$41,649
$29.542
$120,768
$8,061

$1,750
$48,403
$43,601
$32,000
$125,754
-$5,512

Proposed Bylaw Changes
If you would like a copy of the proposed
changes to be voted on at the Voters’ Meeting on
Feb. 16, please contact the church office. It is
also published on the last page of the newsletter
that is posted on the church website:
www.christlutheranfh.org

Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday, February 26
If you are reading this newsletter in black
and white, please consider giving us an email
address so that we can send you the newsletter in living color. This newsletter can also be
viewed on the website at:
www.christlutheranfh.org

Happy Valentine’s Day
February 14th
A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER
May the Lord make my New Year a happy one…..
Not by shielding me from sorrow and pain,
but by strengthening me to bear it if it
comes.
Not by taking hardship from me, but by taking all
cowardice and fear from my heart as I meet hardships
Not by making my path easy, but by making me
sturdy enough to tread any path.
Not by granting unbroken sunshine, but by keeping
my face bright even in the shadows.
Not by making my life always pleasant, but by showing me where
others and His cause need me most and by making me

Proposed amendments to the Bylaws of Christ Lutheran Church
The Planning Committee plans to propose amendments to the bylaws at the February Voters’ Meeting on
February 16. Per Article XI of the current bylaws, the proposed changes must be publicly announced at least
one week prior to the meeting. This constitutes that notice. If you would like to read the complete bylaws as
amended, please refer to the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
Summary of Changes
The proposed changes are intended to simplify the administrative organization of Christ Lutheran Church
and to make it easier to fill the designated positions, given the limited number of individuals able or willing
to serve. They include the following:
Eliminate the Stewardship Committee and assign its duties to the Finance and Education Committees.
Eliminate the Planning Committee and provide that ad hoc committees may be named from time to
time. The intent is that such committees could perform tasks that had been done in the past by the
Planning Committee.
Change committee membership from having Junior and Senior Elected Members with staggered terms
to having two or more members, elected for one year at a time, with no term limits.
Provide that each committee would elect its chairman, rather than the Senior Elected member being the
chairman.
Changed the membership of the Endowment Committee from five members to three elected members.
Also, the duties of the committee were moved from Article VI – Boards and Committees to Article IX
Duties of Boards and Committees. (The intent of Council is to review the Endowment Committee Bylaws in the near future to insure consistency with these by-laws.)
Minor grammatical, editorial, and format changes were made that do not change the meaning or intent
of the bylaws.

