
Sermon  February 6, 2021  The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
Today’s text:  As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of 
Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately 
told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her 
and she began to wait on them. 32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the 
sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many 
who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons 
speak because they knew who he was. Mark 1:29-34 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Mark, in his gospel, has invited us to join Jesus’ disciples and follow the Lord during the opening 
act of his ministry. At this point we are still in Capernaum. Jesus was invited to teach in the 
synagogue. He taught like no one ever had taught before. Everyone was taken aback at how 
forcefully he preached and how deep his words touched their souls. To magnify the event 
further, Jesus performed an exorcism on a man who had gathered with them in the synagogue. 
The demon kicked and screamed as he was unwillingly dispatched. That was quite a morning. 
Time for lunch!  
 
Jesus and his crew walked down the street to Peter’s house. It was not a long walk. Capernaum 
was a small fishing village. Peter’s house was just down the block from the synagogue. As a 
matter of fact, just about everything in Capernaum was little more than a block away. 
Capernaum was small in size with a population probably not exceeding 100 people. When they 
reached Peter’s home, they were informed that Peter’s mother-in-law was in bed with a severe 
fever. High fevers often proved fatal in those days, so on a scale of 1 to 10 the situation was 
about an 8. Thankfully, Jesus the great physician was in the house.  
 
Now Jesus’ healings and other signs and wonders were an integral part of his work. These 
miracles were the kinds of works the messianic prophecies foretold that the messiah would 
perform. In returning the sick to health, the deaf to hearing, and the blind to sight, Jesus is 
signaling to Israel that their deliverer has come. He sends a strong signal this day in Peter’s 
home as he takes the hand of his mother-in-law and restores her to health.  
 
When people received the healing power of Jesus, their responses varied. Some leaped for joy. 
Others screamed the good news throughout their whole city at the top of their lungs. Still more 
prevailed upon Jesus to become his disciples. What was the response of this woman when Jesus 
drove out the fever? She got up and fixed lunch for Jesus and his group! What a great way to 
express appreciation for the saving work of the Lord – to serve him. Who knew?! 
 
Since the town was small, the word of this healing spread in a matter of minutes. There was no 
need for cell phones and texting back in those days to get the word out. Jesus had come to 
Israel to fulfill the word of the Lord which included sharing the grace of God to his people by 
means of healing and returning broken bodies to perfect form. Thus, when people crowded 



Peter’s front door that evening with sick, lame, injured, and the possessed, Jesus welcomed 
them and granted his aid to anyone and everyone who asked. As they came to him in the 
evening, chances are they did not have the opportunity to bath, shave, fix their hair and make-
up, put on better clothes, put on cologne/ perfume, and the like. I suspect most had to “come 
as they were.” Imagine a group of people gathered at the door completely underdressed and 
under-prepared to come before Jesus, the King over all things. Yet come they did, and they 
were welcomed and helped by the Lord. 
 
That crowd in Capernaum was a small representation of all who come to Jesus to be restored. 
The mother of Peter’s wife was very sick and Jesus healed her. Anyone else suffering from 
illness? We all are. Our medicine cabinets tell the tale of our health. Our calendars list all the 
appointments with medical professionals and therapists. Our hearts may reveal yet another 
story of anxiety, loneliness, heartbreak, and despair. The woman’s illness kept her from 
attending the synagogue that day. How many of our illnesses, both physical and especially 
spiritual, distance us from the Lord? Jesus invites us to come right up to his door and let the 
healing begin.  
 
Jesus took the woman by the hand and helped her up. He could have stood across the room to 
perform his work or even just snapped his figures when out on the lake in a boat fishing. Yet 
Jesus comes to her side and takes her hand. He is not afraid to touch or to get in close and 
personal. That is the way Jesus works best. This is the way Jesus will work with us. In our 
baptism, it is as if Jesus himself took us by the hand and pulled us out of the fever of sin and 
death and into a new, holy everlasting life. In his body and blood of the Lords Supper, Jesus 
embraces us from his cross and bestows to us the new testament in his dying blood, the 
promise of a life free from illness, suffering and pain in both the body and spirit in the life to 
come. 
 
There’s much talk these days about vaccines for the Covid virus. There is a lot of fear out there 
of getting the virus, especially dying from it. And not without reason. We have no true numbers 
concerning how many have died with the coronavirus versus how many have died from the 
disease. Yet many have died with and from it, so millions are worried. Has the American 
populace ever been so well-informed on inoculations as they are with these vaccines? We know 
which companies are making the vaccines, some of the differences between the medicines, 
how effective each one is, about how long they last, how they are administered, and where to 
get them. We also know that side-effects have been reported by many who have received the 
vaccines. Some side effects are severe and permanent. Nonetheless, it looks like the majority of 
people for whom the vaccines are available are indeed getting them, fearing grave sickness and 
death from Covid more than the possible side effects. And of course there are the conspiracy 
theories like the one that says there is a microchip in the serum and once you get the vaccine 
they can track you. Perhaps after they work on the hack a little more, they can control your 
thoughts from afar. What fun! With all that in mind, it has been difficult for many to find a place 
to get the shots. I know people who have been put on the list to get the vaccine, then taken off, 
put back on, etc. multiple times. I know it has been frustrating and agonizing for many.  
 



The good news is we do not have to get on a list or wait in line to receive the complete healing 
Jesus grants. The treatment lasts into eternity and there are no negative side effects. The Word 
assures us, “Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” Joel 2:32. God help 
each of us to call upon him now and always! 
 
Finally, what a great example Peter’s mother-in-law leaves us when she immediately began to 
serve Jesus and his disciples after she received his healing. This is as the Lord desires it to be. 
This is also what Martin Luther teaches in his explanation to the second part of the Apostles 
Creed. 
 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, 
born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold 
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, in order 
that I may be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to 
all eternity. This is most certainly true. Luther’s Small Catechism Apostles Creed 2nd Article 
explanation 
 
God has forgiven us, saved us, and adopted us as his own. He did not do all that just to have us 
go and live any way we may choose or according to the lifestyles of an increasingly ungodly 
society. Jesus said that if we love him, we will obey his commandments. We are the people of 
the Lord who personally receive his healing and blessing. We have been made aware of his 
grace that he showers upon us. Our ears have been opened to his word. It is now given to us to 
learn his ways and keep them, and in doing so becoming a source of blessing and healing to 
others. As the apostle John says in his first letter, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another.”  
 
God bless you and keep you strong in faith as together we receive grace upon grace from God 
our Father and seek to serve our Lord as his faithful disciples. Amen. 
 
 

 


