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The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 20, 2020 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

PRELUDE     

 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                           Michael McCabe 

RINGING OF THE BELLS/ WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN (please rise and sing) 

Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord                          Hymnal p. 352 

INVOCATION                                              

The sign of the cross (†) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism  

P:  In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

http://www.christlutheranfh.org/
http://www.christlutheranfh.org/
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CONFESSION1  

P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C:  who made heaven and earth. 

P:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C:  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  

P:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before 

God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

(We take a moment of silence before the Lord as we call to mind how we have not 

properly loved Him, ourselves, or other people.)     

C:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 

us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

KYRIE                                                                                      Hymnal p.204 

P:  Heavenly Father, as we prepare for the arrival of Your Son, 

enlighten and empower us by Your Word and Spirit that we would 

remain steadfast in the hope of everlasting life, be strengthened in 

the peace we have with You through Christ Jesus, overflow with joy 

because of the abundance of Your mercies, and live in the way of 

love towards all people. 

C:  (sung) Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                               Hymnal p. 204 

To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;  

Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!  

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing 

Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.  

To You, O sole begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;  

O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.  

Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,  

Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high— 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,  

In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.  

COLLECT 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you.  

P:  Let us pray. 

  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 

mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  

FIRST READING                                       2 Samuel 7:1–11,16 

L:  The first reading for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is from chapter 

seven of Second Samuel.  

  The Lord’s covenant with David 

Following the reading... 

L:  This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY    Psalm 89  

L:  O Lord God of hosts, who is mighty as You are, O Lord, 

C:  with Your faithfulness all around you? 

L:  I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever; 

C:  with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all 

generations. 

L:  For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever, 

C:  in the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” 

L:  You have said, “I have made a covenant with My chosen one; 

C:  I have sworn to David my servant: 

L:  ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 

C:  and build your throne for all generations.’” 

L:  Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O Lord, 

C:  Your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 

A: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L:  O Lord God of hosts, who is mighty as You are, O Lord, 

C:  with Your faithfulness all around you? 

SECOND READING                                        Romans 16:25–27 

L:  The second reading is from chapter sixteen of Romans. 

  In praise of the Lord 

Following the reading... 

L:  This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION(please rise and sing)                 Hymnal p. 205 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe  

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                 Luke 1:26–38 

P:  The Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke, chapter one. 

C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   

   The birth of Jesus foretold 

Following the reading... 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

THE APOSTLES' CREED2 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 

Earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into Heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen.            

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                               

 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                         Hymnal 357 

SERMON3 

(Please rise)  

VERSE  

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?  

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving   

and will call on the name of the Lord.  

I will take the cup of salvation   

and will call on the name of the Lord.  
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I will pay my vows to the Lord now  

in the presence of all His people,  

in the courts of the Lord’s house,  

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Let us pray for ourselves, the church, and the world.  

Following each petition: 

P:  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

BENEDICTION 

P:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

  The Lord look upon you with His favor and (†) give you His peace. 

C:  Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                     

  Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring                              Hymnal p. 353 

POSTLUDE  

 Postlude on "Savior of the Nations, Come"     Robert M. Thompson 
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1The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his 

sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  John 20:22-23. We take 

heart that the absolution proclaimed by the pastor is as from the Lord Himself.  

 
2It is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are 

saved. Romans 10:10. Our response to the Word of God that has just been read is our confession of 

faith in the one, true, triune God. 

3Martin Luther teaches us about hearing the Word: “Know, therefore, that you must be concerned 

not only about hearing, but also about learning and retaining it in memory, and do not think that it 

is optional with you or of no great importance, but that it is God’s commandment, who will require 

of you how you have heard, learned, and honored His Word.” (Large Catechism) Blessed rather are 

those who hear the word of God and keep it! Luke 11:28 

 

Christ Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 


